
5.2—ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS  

 

To enroll in a school in the District, the child must be a resident of the District as defined 

in District policy 5.1—RESIDENCE REQUIREMENTS or meet the criteria outlined in 

policy 5.40—HOMELESS STUDENTS or in policy 5.52-STUDENTS WHO ARE 

FOSTER CHILDREN, be accepted as a transfer student under the provisions of policy 

5.4-STUDENT TRANSFER, or participate under a school choice option and submit the 

required paperwork as required by the choice option. 

 

Students may enter kindergarten if they will attain the age of five (5) on or before August 

1 of the year in which they are seeking initial enrollment. Any student who has been 

enrolled in a state-accredited or state-approved kindergarten program in another state for 

at least sixty (60) days, who will become five (5) years old during the year in which 

he/she is enrolled in kindergarten, and who meets the basic residency requirement for 

school attendance may be enrolled in kindergarten upon written request to the District.  

 

Any child who will be six (6) years of age on or before October 1 of the school year of 

enrollment and who has not completed a state-accredited kindergarten program shall be 

evaluated by the district and may be placed in the first grade if the results of the 

evaluation justify placement in the first grade and the child’s parent or legal guardian 

agrees with placement in the first grade; otherwise the child shall be placed in 

kindergarten.  

 

Any child may enter first grade in a District school if the child will attain the age of six 

(6) years during the school year in which the child is seeking enrollment and the child has 

successfully completed a kindergarten program in a public school in Arkansas.  

 

Any child who has been enrolled in the first grade in a state-accredited or state-approved 

elementary school in another state for a period of at least sixty (60) days, who will 

become age six (6) years during the school year in which he/she is enrolled in grade one 

(1), and who meets the basic residency requirements for school attendance may be 

enrolled in the first grade.  

 

Students who move into the District from an accredited school shall be assigned to the 

same grade as they were attending in their previous school (mid-year transfers) or as they 

would have been assigned in their previous school. Home-schooled students shall be 

evaluated by the District to determine their appropriate grade placement.  

 

Prior to the child’s admission to a District school:  

 

1.  The parent, guardian, or other responsible person shall furnish the child’s 

social security number, or if they request, the district will assign the child 

a nine (9) digit number designated by the department of education.  

 

2.  The parent, guardian, or other responsible person shall provide the district 

with one (1) of the following documents indicating the child’s age:  



a. A birth certificate;  

b. A statement by the local registrar or a county recorder certifying the 

child’s date of birth;  

c. An attested baptismal certificate;  

d. A passport;  

e. An affidavit of the date and place of birth by the child’s parent or 

guardian;  

f. Previous school records; or  

g. Military Identification 

 

 3.  The parent, guardian, or other responsible person shall indicate on school    

             registration forms whether the child has been expelled from school in any  

             other school district or is a party to an expulsion proceeding.  

 

4.  The child shall be age appropriately immunized from poliomyelitis, 

diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis, red (rubeola) measles, rubella, mumps, 

hepatitis B, varicella and other diseases as designated by the State Board 

of Health, or have an exemption issued by the Arkansas State Department 

of Health. Proof of immunization shall be by a certificate of a licensed 

physician or a public health department acknowledging the immunization.  

 

 

Legal References: A.C.A. § 6-18-201 (c)  

      A.C.A. § 6-18-207  

      A.C.A. § 6-18-208  

      A.C.A. § 6-18-702  

         A.C.A. § 6-15-504 (f)  

        A.C.A  § 6-27-102,105 

         A.C.A. § 9-28-113 

        Plyler v Doe 457 US 202,221 (1982) 
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