Alternates
In the Fayetteville Band program, any student who is recommended by their director is granted membership in the FHS Band. A student’s skill level (playing and marching), will determine the extent of a student’s participation. 

During football season, the Fayetteville High School Band performs two separate marching shows. For the pre-game show, we will march everyone. We will be doing some traditional marching routines along with the National Anthem and the FHS Alma Mater. For the halftime/competitive show, we will march fewer people and will use several students as alternates. Every good band has alternates-that is, extra people who continue to learn a marching spot and can possibly fill in or replace other band members if need be. Alternates will learn a position in the show by sharing a spot with someone else. For the competitive show, we will use the best performers (music and marching). Some students will not possess the skills necessary to march in the competitive show. Instead of eliminating these students, we continue to work with them and allow them to participate in all other activities (pre game, playing in the stands at games, parades, trips, etc.). In the Fayetteville Band, individual status is constantly re-evaluated as marching season progresses. Even though there is constant re-evaluation, there is no guarantee that a student will earn a spot. The way to avoid becoming an alternate is to know one’s music, to know the marching routine, and to avoid unauthorized absences or tardies at rehearsals and performances. Attendance, attitude, punctuality, and discipline are also considered when assigning or evaluating alternates. 

Alternate Policies

1. Alternates will initially be determined by the directors based on skill level (music proficiency and marching). Attendance, attitude, punctuality, and discipline are also considered. 

2. Once chosen, the alternate will learn a position in a show by sharing a spot with another student. (Remember, no one has permanent alternate status or a permanent spot in a show). 

3. An alternate will have opportunities to gain a regular spot by replacing people who miss practice or by replacing individuals who demonstrate an inability to play their music or march their spot. Attendance, punctuality, and attitude will be considered. 

4. Alternates will attend all performances (including contests). Alternates will also travel with the band and play at all football games. 

5. Some alternates may be called on to assist with props that are used in the competitive show. Having dependable people who can handle the props is a vital part of our success at contest. The props play a huge role in the performance. 

