Fayetteville School District 
Coordinated School Health
March 26, 2009

Meeting Minutes

Ginny Wiseman, committee chairperson, welcomed everyone. She began by reading a letter from the Arkansas Department of Education congratulating the Fayetteville School District for being approved for Coordinated School Health funding for the 2009-2010 school year. Ms. Wiseman reported that there will be a CSH meeting in Little Rock July 14th through 17th and that committee members are welcome to attend. Dr. Patrick Cooper will be the featured speaker and up to five people from each district can attend.
Carol Stone, grant coordinator, introduced Laura Kellams, the Northwest Arkansas Director for Arkansas Advocates for children and Families.

Laura Kellams, began by having the committee introduce themselves so that she would know her audience.  She then reported as follows: Arkansas Advocates for Children and Families has been in existence for over 30 years, since 1977. Their mission is to provide a voice for children when policies and laws are being made involving such issues as tax changes, juvenile justice, and health. There are not enough legislators fighting for children. AACF has 11 staff members in Little Rock and one in Northwest Arkansas (Laura Kellams).  They have many accomplishments in the field of health including helping to establish AR Kids First in the mid 1990s. AR Kids First cut in half the number of kids without health coveraqe. During the current legislative session income eligibility was raised for AR Kids. AR Kids now provides health insurance for children at 250% of the poverty level (increasing form 200%). This is an income of about $50,000 for a family of four. Arkansas is one of the first states to have SCHIP due to AACF. AACF does not benefit from the programs for which they advocate.  They put together publications for programs and research policies and use the publications and media to make a case for change. AACF employees engage in direct and indirect lobbying. They partner with non-profit programs such as the superintendents association and teachers associations. Last year they lobbied against Act 1, which was the act limiting who could adopt foster children. They are currently working with Children and family services to improve the foster care system. AACF watches over Child and Family Services and reports on them when they are not up to expected standards. AACF also knows Child and Family Services are underfunded. 

Currently AACF is backing a program for kids who are “aging out” of foster care, giving them the right to access their records and Social Security cards. AACF sees that the records are opened if a child dies in foster care. They are supporting Senator Joyce Elliott’s Dream Act to provide eligible undocumented students with in state tuition at Arkansas colleges and universities. Governor Beebe opposes the act though he did support the tobacco tax. They have worked with a loose coalition of superintendents to create Coordinated School Health. There will be no new CSH RFPs until next February and the new area of emphasis will be mental health. AACF will be working with Children’s Hospital and Natural Wonders to tell the story of CSH and to measure its success. The idea is not to put more mandates on schools but to make it work without undue pressure. Elizabeth Burak is an employee of AACF, she used to work with DHS and knows and really understands policy, and it would be of interest for the CSH committee to hear from her as well. Ms. Kellams was a reporter for the Arkansas Democrat Gazette before working at AACF.
Ginny Wiseman invited Laura Kellams to join the CSH committee.

Dick Johnson, Assistant Superintendent of Fayetteville Schools reported that health insurance for state employees has an exclusion for mental health. Also, many times when people transition from one health insurance policy to another if they were previously treated for mental illnesses they will not be eligible for future mental health benefits. The current situation prevents people from seeking treatment for mental health issues because they know that if they do so they will be ineligible for mental health insurance for the rest of their lives.
David Hunt, PE Instructor from McNair Middle School reported that his son, Justin, who is a psychiatrist, will be coming to Fayetteville on July 1, 2009 to work on psychiatric issues.

Laura Kellams reported that AACF is funded through grants and private funding. They receive funds through the Finish Line Coalition, the Packard Foundation and the Kids Count organization which supports them collecting child health data around the state. They have no government funding and don’t administer any government programs. The do receive a little money from DHS to increase enrollment in AR Kids First. There are currently 70,000 children without insurance in Arkansas.  Of those 40,000 are probably eligible.
Molly Lloyd Director of Nursing, asked how to inform people about AR Kids First.

Laura Kellams said that DHS will do media campaigns now and then and that they work with AACF to educate nurses, teachers and everyone who works with children.

Cheryl Putnam, Principal of Leverett Elementary School, said that many times it takes months and months for students to get approved for AR Kids and that if participants don’t know that it lapses yearly they don’t take the necessary steps to re-enroll and doctors won’t treat them.

Laura Kellams agreed that the enrollment time and lapse of benefits are real problems. DHS has recently cut the wait from six months to three months. There is also a shortage of primary care physicians. Additionally people are unable to get treatment for mental health problems because they have to be referred by a primary care practitioner. 

There was a general discussion concerning other problems encountered by families trying to utilize AR Kids First. Problems include not enough caseworkers to process applications. People move frequently and the reapplication forms may be sent to their former address. People don’t realize they have to reapply yearly. Sometimes people do not find out that their coverage has lapsed until they get to their doctor’s appointment.

Ginny Wiseman wondered if the district could keep data concerning who is using AR Kids First, perhaps use the enrollment cards and include an AR Kids Expiration date.

David Hunt suggested including the information on the enrollment form.

Dr. Barry Brown of the exercise center reported that the Foundation for Health Care Research has received non-profit status. MANA will be utilizing their screening services. Jonathon Parker MD will be on staff with the Foundation because of his obesity work. MANA has volunteered physicians and treatment for free.

Molly Lloyd informed the group that it would be good to have a physician consultant to work with her on developing policies and protocol for working with students with different illnesses.
Barry Brown reported that the Hogeye Marathon will be April 5th and that it is the oldest marathon in the state.
Eric Schuldt reported that there will be three opportunities for participation in the economic summit, two will be during the evening and one will be during the day.

Ginny Wiseman informed the committee that a survey was conducted concerning Fayetteville High School and the 21st Century Model. Over 400 registered voters were contacted by phone and that the results will be reported to the school board tonight. The results may be presented at the next CSH meeting.

Meeting adjourned 9:30 AM
